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Dear Neighbors,

This past month carried more weight than most, and I want to 
use this space to reflect on it together.
We recently marked the twenty fifth anniversary of September 
11th, a day that reshaped our nation and remains etched 
into every American life it touched. A quarter century later, 
remembering the victims is not optional nostalgia; it is a duty. 
Freedom is paid for daily, and it falls to each of us to see that 
the price is never forgotten.
Rosh Hashanah follows close behind, ushering in the Jewish 
new year with themes of renewal and hope. To all our residents, 
I wish a year filled with health, joy, and prosperity. May we 
carry its spirit of kindness into how we treat one another, 
remembering that what unites our neighbors far outweighs 
what divides us.
Yom Kippur, the holiest day on the Jewish calendar, asks 
something harder of us: honest reflection, atonement, and the 
humility to seek a clean slate. Whether or not the holiday is one 
you observe, its lesson belongs to everyone. Let us set aside 
old grievances and choose, deliberately, to build toward a better 
year.
Sukkot and Simchat Torah close the season with joy. The sukkah 
recalls how G-d sheltered our people through the wilderness 
after the exodus from Egypt, a fragile structure that has always 
stood for faith and protection in equal measure. Simchat Torah 
then completes the cycle, celebrating the renewal of a text read 
anew each year, one whose moral teachings have echoed far 
beyond their origin, helping to shape the very principles this 
country was founded upon.

October 7th remains a date we cannot pass over lightly. On that 
day, terrorists murdered more than 1,200 innocent people, 
men, women, and children, many in their own homes, in the 
deadliest single attack against the Jewish people since the 
Holocaust. Nearly 400 civilians were slaughtered at a music 
festival, cut down in a moment meant for celebration during a 
Jewish holiday. More than 250 hostages, including Americans 
and other foreign nationals, were dragged from their homes 
where they remained in captivity, tortured, for years. What 
began as a massacre became a war for Israel’s survival. We 
remember every victim by name and by memory and we stand 
with the State of Israel and all civilians, on every side of this 
conflict, who long for its end.
On municipal matters, the Commission recently passed the 
FY 2027 budget, work that began before this Commission 
took office and that we refined with discipline and care. I am 
proud of what it delivers: watermain improvements, thoughtful 
town planning, street end park upgrades, a new restroom at the 
Hawthorne Tot Lot, and improved street lighting and signage, 
among other initiatives. There is more ahead in 2027, and I 
remain confident that steady, good faith work, not noise from 
the sidelines, is what will move Surfside forward.

With gratitude and hope for the year ahead,
Mayor Shlomo Danzinger

M E S S A G E  F R O M  M AYO R 
S H L O M O  D A N Z I N G E R

KEY TOWN COMMISSION ACCOMPLISHMENTS
Safety in Our Schools: The Commission approved partial 
funding for an additional School Resource Officer for the 
2026/2027 school year, keeping a dedicated officer with our 
students as they return to class.
Improved Neighborhood Street Lighting: The Town is improving 
lighting across the community so our streets are safer and 
easier to see at night, and we have moved the design work 
forward.
Bayfront Street Ends: The Town is improving the street ends 
along the bay. Surveys of these small waterfront parks are 
underway and the design work is moving forward, so they 
become more enjoyable and easier for everyone to use.

Champlain Towers South Memorial: Engineering work below 
the ground was approved for the memorial site, a necessary 
step before construction begins on the memorial honoring the 
98 victims of the 2021 collapse.
96th Street Park: The athletic field was resodded, restoring 
a safe, green playing surface for the families and teams who 
use it.
Fiscal Responsibility: Commission lowered the tax rate again 
this year. At the second budget hearing they approved a 
budget that came in lower than the one first presented and 
it still pays for the Town’s construction projects and the new 
programs for residents.

Hurricane
Season 
is Here 

Are you ready?
Find helpful information on storm preparation online now

TownofSurfsideFL.gov/Hurricane 



October arrives with a renewed sense of energy in Surfside. As 
we move into the fall season, I am grateful for the opportunity 
to continue working alongside our residents, Town staff, and my 
colleagues on the Commission to make our community an even 
better place to call home.

This month also coincides with Sukkot, the happiest holiday on 
the Jewish calendar. It is a joyful celebration of family, friends, 
community, and gratitude. Coincidentally, Sukkot teaches us to 
live in temporary huts, reminding us that the most important 
things in life are often the basic necessities, along with the people 
we love and the relationships we share.

These messages extend far beyond any one faith. They are values 
that can strengthen all of us as neighbors: caring for one another, 
supporting our families, and appreciating the community we 
share.

As Vice Mayor, one of my priorities continues to be ensuring that 
residents feel heard and that we remain focused on the issues 
that affect daily life in Surfside—from public safety and traffic to 
our beaches, infrastructure, families, and quality of life. There is 
always more work to be done, and I remain committed to listening, 
asking questions, and working toward practical solutions.

As we enter this new season, I hope we continue building a 
Surfside where differences are respected, dialogue remains 
constructive, and neighbors look out for one another.

Looking forward to a peaceful and meaningful October.

Commission Corner
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DAYANA BENMERGUI
VICE MAYOR

October and November typically bring South Florida’s highest 
king tides and the “sunny-day flooding” they can cause in low-
lying areas, even without rain. Surfside’s stormwater pumps reduce 
some impacts, but ponding can still occur during the highest tides.

King tides result from the alignment of the Sun, Earth, and Moon. 
During new and full moons, their gravitational forces combine to 
create spring tides, which occur year-round and produce higher 
high tides and lower low tides. In South Florida, the strongest of 
these tides often arrive in fall.

The astronomical forces are not changing, but the sea level from 
which tides begin is rising. According to the U.S. government’s Sea 
Level Explorer, regional sea level has increased about 5.6 inches 
over the past 30 years. NOAA estimates sunny-day flooding has 
risen roughly 400 percent since 2000, and federal projections 
indicate another 8.4 inches of sea-level rise by 2050.

Flooding can become especially severe when high tides coincide 
with heavy rain, elevated groundwater, or coastal storms, limiting 
the ability of drainage systems to discharge water.

South Florida’s porous limestone adds another challenge. Water 
can move underground and rise from below, meaning seawalls 
and barriers alone cannot solve the problem. Resiliency must also 
include improved drainage, pumps, raised roads and utilities.

Surfside’s stormwater improvement plan is an important step. The 
Abbott Avenue and 92nd Street project is nearing completion, 
with four projects remaining. However, long-term planning must 
extend beyond stormwater.

The encouraging part is that we have time to plan. The difficult 
part is that resiliency improvements are expensive.

By planning ahead, Surfside can implement improvements 
gradually and avoid being forced into more costly emergency 
measures later.

The purpose is not to create fear. It is to make sure Surfside 
remains safe and livable for generations to come.

ANDREA TRAVANI
COMMISSIONER

October in South Florida contains much to look forward to. There’s 
a distinct energy as the weather starts to cool, winter residents 
start to arrive, and Thanksgiving and the winter holidays start 
coming into view. As the month closes, we have two of Surfside’s 
signature celebrations: first the Spooktacular at 96th St. Park 
(scheduled for October 23rd), and then Halloween itself, which 
transforms our residential streets into a kids’ carnival, displaying 
the Town’s festive and family-friendly spirit.

On the governmental side of things, what I’m most looking 
forward to in October is a new twist on the format for Commission 
meetings. The regular monthly meeting will, of course, continue 
to take place on the second Tuesday. But the discussion items—
the ones that appear under section 9 of our agenda—will get their 

own night, two nights later on October 15th.

I am grateful to the Mayor for proposing this bifurcation of the 
Commission’s agenda. During my first term, it became clear to 
me that putting the discussion items at the end of a nighttime 
meeting was simply not conducive to thoughtful discussion. 
Continuing with the Halloween theme, section 9 of the agenda 
has become the Graveyard of Good Ideas. And by the time 
midnight rolls around on meeting nights, we on the dais can start 
to feel like zombies.

I’m hoping that the new Thursday meeting will bring back the 
creative, collaborative vibe from the Commission’s July retreat. 
I’d like to use that meeting to bring up some ideas that have 
been percolating with me for a while, including a new initiative 
to protect and expand the Town’s tree canopy and to introduce 
options for composting some of the Town’s food waste. I’m looking 
forward to those conversations, and to hearing my colleagues’ 
ideas as well.

GERARDO VILDOSTEGUI
COMMISSIONER



Commission Corner

DISCLAIMER: The comments posted by any Elected Official in this publication are the opinions of the commentator and do not represent or reflect the opinions or policies of the Town of 
Surfside, and do not imply endorsement of, or agreement by, any other members of the Town Commission or Town Administration
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As summer ends and children return to school, I am pleased to 
share key accomplishments your Commission has advanced for 
our community.

The Ruth K. Broad shuttle is running again with enhanced 
safety and service. We moved it onto the Miami-Dade County 
School Board contract, meeting their standards at lower cost to 
the Town. Forty to fifty children ride each morning, removing 
dozens of cars from local streets and helping parents balance 
work and family.

In the heart of hurricane season, Public Works has focused 
on stormwater systems. Pump stations long overdue for 
maintenance are receiving the needed attention to keep Surfside 
resilient. This is not glamorous work, but the kind we are grateful 
for during a storm.

The dune and beach walking path is underway and open. If you 
have not walked it yet, I encourage you to enjoy the views and 
sound of the waves.

On the budget, we lowered the operating millage rate again. At 
second reading the numbers came in below the initial draft, and 
capital projects are funded. We also budgeted enhancements to 
the Community Center beach chair experience, adding more 
chairs, extending hours, and providing cold water service to 
elevate the experience for Surfside residents.

Traffic remains the top issue I hear about most. It does not stop 
at our borders, and neither can the solution. For the first time in 
years we are meeting with neighboring mayors and commissioners 
to address it together. The process has begun.

It was an honor to join the Law Enforcement Recognition 
ceremony and Cafecito with the Cops—both well-attended 
and meaningful. Thank you to our Police Department, first 
responders, and Town staff who show up every day.

Wishing everyone a warm and safe fall with a hint of pumpkin 
spice and good cheer.

DAVID WEINGOT
COMMISSIONER

The Town Commission presented Svia Bension with a Key to 
the Town during the September Regular Commission Meeting 
in recognition of her extraordinary efforts supporting the 
Champlain Towers South (CTS) families following the building 
collapse.

Bension provided meaningful support and assistance to CTS 
families during one of the most difficult periods in Surfside’s 
history. Her compassion, dedication and commitment to the 
families affected by the tragedy made a lasting impact on the 
community. The Key to the Town recognizes individuals whose 
contributions have made a significant difference in the Surfside 
community. The Town Commission expressed its gratitude to 
Bension for her support of the CTS families and for standing 
alongside the community during a time of tremendous loss and 
uncertainty.

COMMISSION HONORS SVIA BENSION WITH KEY TO THE TOWN

SAFETY MEASURES:

Do not drive through floodwater. It may be deeper than it appears, or
it could contain debris that may damage your vehicle.
King Tides can be observed 1.5-2 hours before and after peak times.
Do not park your vehicle in low lying areas. Properties in low lying
areas should use flood mitigation options such as sand bags.
Prohibit children from playing in flood water. Again, there may be
debris, in addition to wildlife or pollutants picked up from the
environment.

October 7 - 13 
October 24 - 30* 
November 6 -9 
November 23-26 
*Denotes Highest Predicted Tide KI
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News From Town Hall
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Manager’s Message
M E S S A G E  F R O M  T H E  A C T I N G  T O W N 

M A N A G E R  SANDRA N. MCCREADY
Oc t o b e r ’ s  a r r i v a l  s i g n a l s  a 
c h a n g e  i n  p a c e  a s  b a c k- t o -
s c h o o l  r o u t i n e s  a r e  f i r m l y  e s -
t a b l i s h e d ,  d a y s  b e c o m e  s h o r t e r , 

a n d  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  l o o k s  a h e a d  t o  a  b u s y  f a l l  s e a -
s o n .

Du r i n g  t h e  f i r s t  w e e k  o f  Oc t o b e r,  w e  s o l e m n l y  r e -
f l e c t  o n  t h e  Oc t .  7  t e r r o r i s t  a t t a c k  i n  s o u t h e r n  I s -
r a e l  t h r e e  y e a r s  a g o ,  w i s h i n g  p e a c e  a n d  h e a l i n g  t o 
a l l  t h o s e  a f f e c t e d .  Th e  m o n t h  c o n t i n u e s  w i t h  t h e 
s e c o n d  h a l f  o f  Hi s p a n i c  He r i t a g e  M o n t h ,  w h i c h 
c o n c l u d e s  o n  Oc t .  1 5 .  M a k e  s u r e  t o  j o i n  u s  f o r  t h e 
s p e c i a l  “A z u c a r ! ”  c e l e b r a t i o n  c o n c e r t  o n  S u n d a y , 
Oc t .  1 1 ,  p r e s e n t e d  b y  t h e  Re s o r t  Ta x  B o a r d .  Br i n g 
y o u r  f r i e n d s  a n d  n e i g h b o r s  f o r  s o m e  s a l s a  a n d  c a f e -
c i t o  o n  t h e  b e a c h !

We  f i n i s h  Oc t o b e r  b y  e n j o y i n g  o n e  o f  o u r  m o s t 
p o p u l a r  a n n u a l  e v e n t s ,  Pa r k s  a n d  Re c r e a t i o n ’ s 

S p o o k y  S p o o k t a c u l a r ,  o n  Oc t .  2 3  a t  t h e  9 6  St . 
Pa r k .  Wh e t h e r  y o u ’ r e  a  p a r e n t ,  c h i l d ,  o r  a d u l t  a t -
t e n d e e ,  w e  h o p e  t o  s e e  t h e  m o s t  i m p r e s s i v e  d i s p l a y 
o f  c o s t u m e  c r e a t i v i t y  y e t .

Oc t o b e r  i s  a l s o  o u r  f i n a l  m o n t h  o f  s e a  t u r t l e  n e s t -
i n g  s e a s o n .  By  p r o t e c t i n g  o u r  b e a c h e s ,  r e d u c i n g 
u n n e c e s s a r y  l i g h t i n g ,  a n d  g i v i n g  h a t c h l i n g s  a  c l e a r 
p a t h  t o  t h e  s e a ,  w e  c a n  h e l p  s a f e g u a r d  t h e s e  s p e c i a l 
v i s i t o r s .

In  S u r f s i d e ,  w e  m a y  n o t  h a v e  c h a n g i n g  l e a v e s ,  b u t 
w e  h a v e  s o m e t h i n g  j u s t  a s  b e a u t i f u l :  a  c o m m u n i t y 
b e g i n n i n g  a  n e w  s e a s o n  t o g e t h e r .

I t  i s  m y  c o n t i n u e d  h o n o r  t o  s e r v e  y o u  a s  A c t i n g 
To w n  M a n a g e r  a l o n g s i d e  o u r  d e d i c a t e d  s t a f f .  We 
a r e  h e r e  f o r  y o u ,  a n d  i f  t h e r e  i s  a n y t h i n g  w e  c a n  d o 
f o r  y o u ,  p l e a s e  d o  n o t  h e s i t a t e  t o  r e a c h  o u t .

Mayor Shlomo Danzinger met with newly appointed Miami-Dade County 
Public Schools Superintendent Rafael Villalobos. The meeting welcomed the 
superintendent to his new role and opened a conversation about adding county 
school bus service to help ease morning traffic caused by carpool drop-offs. This 
was just the first conversation — but a first step toward real solutions for congestion 
in the 33154 community.

MAYOR DANZINGER MEETS WITH 
MIAMI-DADE COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOLS’ 

NEW SUPERINTENDENT 
RAFAEL VILLALOBOS

When the Broad Causeway Bridge was temporarily shut down for repairs last month, 
Commissioner Andrea Travani, a civil engineer and professional engineer (P.E.), visited the 
site to explain an important engineering consideration.

Travani discussed why high crossings are generally preferred when site conditions allow. Higher 
crossings can provide greater clearance for vessels and reduce the need for bridge openings, 
helping minimize disruptions to traffic.

The site visit gave residents an opportunity to better understand the engineering considerations 
behind bridge design and how infrastructure decisions can affect daily transportation.

Visit @andrea4surfside on Instagram to watch the full video. 

COMMISSIONER ANDREA TRAVANI EXPLAINS 
WHY HIGH CROSSINGS MATTER
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News From Town Hall

In September, Mayor Danzinger and Commissioner Weingot hosted Key West’s 
newly elected mayor, Samuel Kaufman, for a meet and greet with the Barrier Islands 
mayors. Mayor Kaufman is the first Jewish mayor elected in Key West’s nearly 
200-year history. Conversations focused on shared challenges facing our coastal 
communities, covering topics from combating antisemitism to environmental, 
resiliency, and overdevelopment challenges.

MAYOR DANZINGER AND COMMISSIONER WEINGOT 
HOST BARRIER ISLANDS MAYORS MEET AND GREET WITH

KEY WEST’S MAYOR KAUFMAN

The pollinators are buzzing at Flamingo Garden!

In the second installment of the Town’s “Get to Know the Garden” video series, 
Commissioner Gerardo Vildostegui takes on the Great Southeast Pollinator Census 
and puts Flamingo Garden to the test.

The challenge was simple: Watch one blooming plant for 15 minutes and count every 
pollinator that lands.

The result? An impressive 138 honeybee landings in just 15 minutes.

The activity highlights the important role native plants play in supporting pollinators 
and local wildlife. It also demonstrates why the Town is investing in native plant 
landscaping throughout the community.

Through the 2025 Viva Florida Landscape Demonstration Garden grant from the 
Florida Wildflower Foundation, the Town reimagined Flamingo Garden with Florida 
native plants selected to support pollinators, local wildlife and sustainable coastal 

landscaping.

As the garden continues to grow and thrive, 
there is plenty more to discover.

Stay tuned for the next installment of “Get 
to Know the Garden” and learn more about 
the plants, wildlife and environmental 
benefits growing right here in Surfside.

138 POLLINATOR VISITS IN 15 MINUTES:
 GET TO KNOW FLAMINGO GARDEN

Scan QR code to
watch video
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News From Town Hall
MAYOR DANZINGER AND COMMISSIONER WEINGOT HOST 

CONGRESSMAN BYRON DONALDS IN SURFSIDE

MAYOR DANZINGER MEETS WITH MIAMI-DADE COUNTY
 TAX COLLECTOR

MAYOR DANZINGER MEETS WITH CONGRESSMAN BYRON DONALDS 
ON FLORIDA PRIORITIES

Mayor Danzinger and Commissioner David Weingot hosted 
Congressman and Florida gubernatorial candidate Byron Donalds 
in Surfside. The intimate meet-and-greet was attended by local 

elected officials and community leaders, giving attendees the 
opportunity to ask questions and highlight local concerns with 
recent state legislation that has impacted smaller communities

Mayor Danzinger met with Miami-Dade County Tax Collector 
Dariel Fernandez. The discussion centered on the potential 
impact of the new tax referendum if it passes in November, as 
well as the planned expansion of DMV outreach services for 

local communities. This would include a kiosk in the town lobby, 
allowing residents to conveniently pay their county tax bills, 
renew their licenses and vehicle registrations, and much more.

Mayor Danzinger joined elected officials from around the county 
for a meeting with U.S. Congressman and Florida gubernatorial 
candidate Byron Donalds. The discussion centered on the 

Congressman’s upcoming priorities for the State of Florida, as 
well as some of the challenges facing local municipalities.
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News From Town Hall
NEW SOLID WASTE TRUCK STRENGTHENS SURFSIDE’S SIX-DAY 

COLLECTION SERVICE

C O L L E C T I O N  D A Y  M A R K E R
Bulk (Wednesday)
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Vegetation (Tuesday) Recycling (Thursday) Holiday - No Collection
On the weeks of Independence
Day and Thanksgiving
it will take place on Tuesday

            S O L I D  W A S T E
R E S I D E N T I A L  S E R V I C E  C A L E N D A R

Residential Household Trash is Collected Monday - Friday, Unless Otherwise Specif ied.

V i s i t  T o w n o f S u r f s i d e F L . g o v
f o r  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n !

RECYCLE RIGHT, SURFSIDE!

Plastic Bottles, Tubs,
Jars & Jugs 

Cardboard
& Paperboard

PaperGlass Bottles
& Jars

Aluminum, Tin &
Steel Beverage

Containers & Food Cans

Garbage, Yard Waste & Plastic Bags
Electronics, Batteries & Light Bulbs
Chemicals, Paint & Medical Waste
Empty Oxygen & Propane Tanks

Recycle Only

Escanear para español
Eskane pou kreyòl

Prohibited Recyclables

More information at TownofSurfsidefl.gov/what-to-recycle
FlaBev.org/initiatives-advocacy/every-bottle-backKeep it Loose – No Bags

An initiative by

The Town of Surfside has added a new solid waste truck to its 
Public Works fleet, helping the department continue providing 
reliable, high-quality service to the community.

Surfside is the only municipality in the area to provide six-
day-a-week commercial and five-day-a-week residential trash 

collection, reflecting the Town’s commitment to maintaining a 
clean, beautiful and well-serviced community. The new truck 
will support the Public Works team’s daily operations and help 
ensure efficient waste collection throughout Surfside. The Town 
thanks its dedicated Public Works employees for their continued 
hard work and commitment to excellence.



News From Town Hall
MAYOR DANZINGER ADDRESSES CONDO CONNECT SUMMIT 

ON SURFSIDE RECOVERY AND THE HUMAN FACTOR
In Sept., Mayor Danzinger was invited as a 
special guest speaker at the Annual Condo 
Connect Summit. Other notable speakers 
included Congressman Jared Moskowitz and 
Florida Secretary of the Department of Business 
and Professional Regulation Melanie S. Griffin. 
Mayor Danzinger spoke about Surfside’s 
recovery after the collapse, emphasizing that 
while statistics and data are important tools for 
guiding decisions, they don’t tell the whole story. 
He stressed that the human factor — the trauma, 
grief, and lived experience of those affected — 
must be considered alongside the numbers, not 
overshadowed by them, when shaping policy and 
community response.

MAYOR DANZINGER ATTENDS MIAMI-DADE COUNTY SHERIFF’S 
PRE-HIGH HOLIDAYS LAW ENFORCEMENT LEADERSHIP BRIEFING

MAYOR DANZINGER AND COMMISSIONER WEINGOT ATTEND 
#ENDJEWHATRED RALLY IN SURFSIDE
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Last month, Mayor Danzinger attended the Miami-Dade 
County Sheriff ’s Annual Pre-High Holidays Law Enforcement 
Leadership Briefing. This briefing brings together law 
enforcement agencies from around the state in an effort to 
educate agencies and ensure our communities are safeguarded 

during the holiday season. The event, hosted by Miami-Dade 
County Sheriff Rosie Cordero-Stutz, included notable guests 
such as Florida Attorney General James Uthmeier, Florida CFO 
Blaise Ingoglia, and FDLE Commissioner Mark Glass.

Mayor Danzinger and Commissioner Weingot attended a rally 
in Surfside organized by #EndJewHatred in response to a recent 
antisemitic attack on a Jewish tourist in the area. The rally was 
held in support of law enforcement, with the message centered 

on the community’s gratitude for the efforts of the Surfside 
Police Department and local and state law enforcement agencies 
who help keep our communities safe for everyone.



News From Town Hall
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News From Town Hall
SURFSIDE PARKS & RECREATION TEAM ATTENDS FRPA CONFERENCE

The Outfit Girls is an illustrated book by Surfside author and fashion
designer Elizabeth Silverstein featuring 13 one-of-a-kind girls who
express their personalities, dreams, and inner strengths through
creative fashion. Created for girls ages 8-14 and the families who
encourage them, the book celebrates confidence, imagination,
friendship, and self-expression—reminding every girl to find her
character and own her world.

Resident Spotlight: Author Elizabeth SilversteinResident Spotlight: Author Elizabeth Silverstein

The Town of Surfside Parks & Recreation team recently attended the 2026 Florida 
Recreation & Park Association Annual Conference in Orlando. The conference 
brought together parks and recreation professionals from across Florida for 
professional development, networking and idea-sharing.

The team participated in leadership discussions, networking events and the 
Exhibit Hall, exploring new trends, programs and innovations that could benefit 
Surfside residents. The conference provided valuable insights and inspiration as the 
department continues to enhance its programs, facilities and services.

MORNINGS WITH MEDICS BRINGS RESIDENTS TOGETHER
Residents gathered at Town Hall on Tuesday, Sept. 8, for Mornings With Medics, 
a community event hosted by Mayor Shlomo Danzinger.

The morning brought residents together with members of Miami-Dade Fire Rescue 
and the Town of Surfside for coffee, conversation and connection. Attendees had 
the opportunity to meet Miami-Dade Fire Rescue staff, ask questions and learn 
more about the men and women who help keep the community safe.

The event provided a relaxed setting for residents to connect with first responders 
and build relationships with those who serve the community every day. The Town 
thanks Miami-Dade Fire Rescue and all the residents who participated.

Trees and power lines can be a dangerous combination, especially during storms. Under Florida law, property
owners are responsible for maintaining vegetation on their property and keeping it clear of FPL electric
facilities. Before trimming near energized power lines, property owners should hire a line-clearance certified
arborist who is qualified to safely perform this specialized work.

Plant Smart, Stay Safe:
 Keep Trees Clear of Power Lines 
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Police Beat
CAFECITO WITH THE COPS STRENGTHENS 

COMMUNITY CONNECTION

	

M E S S A G E  F R O M  T H E 
I N T E R M  C H I E F  O F  P O L I C E 

J AY  M AT E L I S
As I continue in my role as Interim Chief of Police, I am 
reminded each day of the responsibility and privilege 
that comes with serving the Town of Surfside. Our 

officers are called upon to handle situations that require professionalism, 
teamwork, sound judgment, and compassion.

Recently, our department had an opportunity to demonstrate all of these 
qualities during a missing child call on the beach. Sergeant Cruz and 
Officers Lage, Matthews, and Arch responded quickly and coordinated an 
extensive search. Through their rapid response and teamwork, the child was 
safely located.

While the successful outcome is what we all hope for, I am especially proud 
of the professionalism and compassion our officers displayed throughout 
the incident. They remained calm, worked efficiently, and provided 
reassurance to a family during an understandably frightening experience.

This incident reflects the dedication I see throughout the Surfside Police 
Department. Serving our community means being there when our residents 
and visitors need us most and always responding with care, integrity, and 
respect.

I am proud to serve alongside the men and women of this department and 
grateful for the continued trust and support of the Surfside community.

As always, we are here to serve you.

Surfside residents gathered at the Grand Beach Hotel for 
Cafecito With the Cops on Tuesday, August 25,  an opportunity 
to connect with members of the Surfside Police Department in 
a relaxed and welcoming setting.

Mayor Danzinger, Commissioner Weingot, a representative 
of Commissioner Micky Steinberg and Acting Town Manager 
Sandra McCready joined residents at the community event in 
support of the Surfside Police Department and Interim Chief of 
Police Jay Matelis.

The event provided residents with an opportunity to meet and 
speak with officers, ask questions and strengthen relationships 
with the men and women who serve the community each day.

Cafecito With the Cops reflects Surfside’s continued 
commitment to community policing and open communication 
between residents and law enforcement.

Thank you to everyone who attended and helped make the 
event a meaningful opportunity to build stronger connections 
throughout Surfside.
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Police Beat

The Surfside Police Department hosted a High Holidays 
Safety and Security Meeting on Aug. 19, bringing together 
representatives from local religious institutions and neighboring 
law enforcement agencies.

The meeting included representatives from the Miami-Dade 
Sheriff ’s Office, Bal Harbour Police Department and Bay 
Harbor Islands Police Department. The agencies discussed 
safety and security measures and coordination efforts ahead of 
the High Holidays.

“Ensuring the safety of our residents and visitors during the 
High Holidays is a priority for our department, and working 
together with our partner agencies helps us achieve that goal,” 
said Interim Police Chief Jose Matelis.

The Surfside Police Department thanked its law enforcement 
partners and community institutions for their continued 
collaboration and commitment to keeping Surfside safe.

POLICE PREPARE FOR HIGH HOLIDAYS
 WITH REGIONAL SAFETY MEETING

SURFSIDE POLICE DEPARTMENT HONORS 
OFFICERS AND CIVILIAN STAFF

The Surfside Police Department recently recognized officers and civilian 
staff members for their dedication, service and commitment to the Surfside 
community during its annual Department Awards Ceremony.

The ceremony was led by Interim Police Chief Jay Matelis and attended by 
Mayor Shlomo Danzinger, Vice Mayor Dayana Benmergui, Commissioner 
Gerardo Vildostegui and Commissioner David Weingot. Town officials 
joined department leadership in recognizing this year’s honorees for their 
contributions to the safety and well-being of the community. 

The Town congratulates all of the honorees and thanks every member of the 
Surfside Police Department, both sworn and civilian, for the work they do 
each day to serve and protect the community.

Officer of the Year
Officer Tammy Campbell, 2024
Officer Ariol Lage, 2025

Officer of the Month, January 2024
Officer Loxley Arch
Officer Tammy Campbell
Sgt. Marian Cruz
Officer John Gentile
Officer Ariol Lage
Officer Lesmes Ruiz

Officer of the Quarter
Officer Micah Smith, First Quarter 2025
Officer Ariol Lage, Third Quarter 2025
Officer Bobby Gabriel, Fourth Quarter 2025

Civilian of the Quarter
Cristhian Acosta, First Quarter 2025
Felix Fermin, First Quarter 2025
Donald Laurent, First Quarter 2025
William Perez, First Quarter 2025
Stephanie Kamer, Second Quarter 2025
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Police Beat

Moving between 88th and 96th streets on Collins or 
Harding Avenue? Additional permitting requirements may 
apply.

Because Collins and Harding Avenues (State Road A1A) 
are state-managed, moves that block a travel lane, turn lane 
or public sidewalk for more than two hours may require 
a Right-of-Way Permit and an approved Maintenance of 
Traffic (MOT) plan.

To request a lane closure, apply through LCISv2.com. 
Please allow at least one week for the LCIS request to be 
reviewed and approved.

Plan ahead and secure all required permits before your 
move. Questions? Call Interim Chief of Police Matelis  
(305) 861-4862 

NEW FDOT PERMIT 
GUIDELINES FOR COLLINS 

AND HARDING AVENUE 
MOVES

SPD JOINS CARAVAN TO SUPPORT FIGHT 
AGAINST CHILDHOOD CANCER

The Surfside Police Department joined the annual Mystic Force Foundation Caravan 
on Saturday, Sept. 5, helping raise awareness and support efforts to end childhood 
cancer.

Officer Arch represented the Surfside Police Department during the event, joining 
community members and supporters in showing solidarity with children and families 
affected by cancer.

“Supporting children and families facing cancer is something that touches us all,” said 
Interim Police Chief Matelis. “We are proud to stand with our community and the 
Mystic Force Foundation in raising awareness and showing our support.”

The Mystic Force Foundation Caravan brings together members of the community to 
help shine a light on the fight against childhood cancer and support families impacted 
by the disease. The Surfside Police Department is proud to participate in events that 
bring the community together for an important cause and help raise awareness for 
children and families in need.



Uptown FunTown
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FORMER MAYOR ELI TOURGEMAN BRINGS A LITTLE 
AZÚCAR TO SURFSIDE 

For longtime resident Eli Tourgeman, idle hands are just not 
an option. Surfside’s first Hispanic Mayor has always been 
characterized by his passion for public service, community and 
activities. Tourgeman was also the first Hispanic person to be 
elected to Surfside’s Commission in 1986 after serving on the 
Town’s Planning and Zoning Board. Throughout the mid-90s and 
2000s, he spearheaded many initiatives on the Tourist Board, 
introducing Resort-Tax-funded special event entertainment to 
the community and championing the Harding Avenue business 
district.

Following this year’s spring election, coming back to the Tourist 
Board was a no-brainer. “I love serving this Town and making sure 
that our visitors make lasting memories while they’re here, and 
I think we have more work to do” he said. Tourgeman has always 
advocated for beach events as they highlight the Town’s most 
beloved natural asset. “It’s the number one reason why visitors 
come.”

His first venture as Chair of the refreshed Tourist Board was 
proposing a new beach concert in honor of Hispanic Heritage 
Month (Sept. 15–Oct. 15), highlighting the legendary Celia 
Cruz on Sunday, Oct. 11 at 5 p.m. “Celia was truly larger than 
life. A real visionary who broke barriers and revolutionized the 
way Hispanic music was recognized in the United States.” Cruz 
went on to win multiple Grammy and Latin Grammy Awards, 
including a posthumous Grammy Lifetime Achievement Award 
and the National Medal of Arts, presented by President Bill 
Clinton in addition to being inducted into the Rock and Roll Hall 
of Fame. “Our Town is so diverse; it’s one of our strengths. We 
hope everyone has an incredible time at the concert and enjoys 
a little Azucar!”

The Town of Surfside wishes our residents, visitors and neighbors 
a very Happy Hispanic Heritage Month. We are proud to 
celebrate the rich cultures, traditions and contributions of the 
Hispanic and Latino communities that help make Surfside such a 
vibrant and diverse place to live, work and visit. 
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It Starts In Parks

MONTH BEACH TOWER MAIN POOL
TOT LOT

POOL

January 9:00-5:00

RECREATIONAL SWIMMING

9:00-6:00
LAP SWIMMING

7:00-6:00

10:00-5:30

February 9:00-5:00

RECREATIONAL SWIMMING

9:00-6:30
LAP SWIMMING

7:00-6:30

10:00-6:00

March 9:00-5:00

RECREATIONAL SWIMMING

9:00-7:30
LAP SWIMMING

7:00-7:30

10:00-6:30

April 9:00-5:00

RECREATIONAL SWIMMING

9:00-8:00
LAP SWIMMING

7:00-8:00

10:00-7:00

May 10:00-6:30

RECREATIONAL SWIMMING

9:00-8:00
LAP SWIMMING

7:00-8:00

10:00-7:30

June 10:00-7:00

RECREATIONAL SWIMMING

9:00-8:00
LAP SWIMMING

7:00-8:00

10:00-7:30

July 10:00-7:00

RECREATIONAL SWIMMING

9:00-8:00
LAP SWIMMING

7:00-8:00

10:00-7:30

August 10:00-7:00

RECREATIONAL SWIMMING

9:00-8:00
LAP SWIMMING

7:00-8:00

10:00-7:30

September 10:30-7:00

RECREATIONAL SWIMMING

9:00-7:30
LAP SWIMMING

7:00-7:30

10:00-7:00

October 10:30-6:30

RECREATIONAL SWIMMING

9:00-7:00
LAP SWIMMING

7:00-7:00

10:00-6:30

November 10:00-6:00

RECREATIONAL SWIMMING

9:00-6:00
LAP SWIMMING

7:00-6:00

10:00-5:30

December 10:00-6:00

RECREATIONAL SWIMMING

9:00-6:00
LAP SWIMMING

7:00-6:00

10:00-5:30

TOWN OF SURFSIDE  

AQUATICS HOURS OF OPERATION 

MONTH BEACH TOWER MAIN POOL
TOT LOT

POOL

January 9:00-5:00

RECREATIONAL SWIMMING

9:00-6:00
LAP SWIMMING

7:00-6:00

10:00-5:30

February 9:00-5:00

RECREATIONAL SWIMMING

9:00-6:30
LAP SWIMMING

7:00-6:30

10:00-6:00

March 9:00-5:00

RECREATIONAL SWIMMING

9:00-7:30
LAP SWIMMING

7:00-7:30

10:00-6:30

April 9:00-5:00

RECREATIONAL SWIMMING

9:00-8:00
LAP SWIMMING

7:00-8:00

10:00-7:00

May 10:00-6:30

RECREATIONAL SWIMMING

9:00-8:00
LAP SWIMMING

7:00-8:00

10:00-7:30

June 10:00-7:00

RECREATIONAL SWIMMING

9:00-8:00
LAP SWIMMING

7:00-8:00

10:00-7:30

July 10:00-7:00

RECREATIONAL SWIMMING

9:00-8:00
LAP SWIMMING

7:00-8:00

10:00-7:30

August 10:00-7:00

RECREATIONAL SWIMMING

9:00-8:00
LAP SWIMMING

7:00-8:00

10:00-7:30

September 10:30-7:00

RECREATIONAL SWIMMING

9:00-7:30
LAP SWIMMING

7:00-7:30

10:00-7:00

October 10:30-6:30

RECREATIONAL SWIMMING

9:00-7:00
LAP SWIMMING

7:00-7:00

10:00-6:30

November 10:00-6:00

RECREATIONAL SWIMMING

9:00-6:00
LAP SWIMMING

7:00-6:00

10:00-5:30

December 9:00-5:30

RECREATIONAL SWIMMING

9:00-6:00
LAP SWIMMING

7:00-6:00

10:00-5:30

TOWN OF SURFSIDE  

AQUATICS HOURS OF OPERATION 

•	 Always swim in a lifeguarded area.
•	 Never swim alone, regardless of your age or level  

of swimming skills.

•	 Keep within your fitness and swimming capabilities.
•	 Be aware of weather and water conditions and heed 

warnings.

For daily beach conditions, contact the  
Community Center at (305) 866–3635. 

*Conditions available during beach tower operations.

R E F R E S H  YO U R  B E A C H  S A F E T Y  K N O W L E D G E
HOW TO BREAK 
THE GRIP OF THE 
RIP:
•Don’t fight the 
current.
•Swim out of the 
current then to shore.
•If you can’t escape, 
float or tread water.
•Call or wave for 
assistance.

R E S E R V E  A  L A P  L A N E 
D O W N L O A D  T H E  A P P

SCAN QR CODE 
FOR THE
AQUATIC 
PROGRAMS

FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE CALL PARKS & RECREATION  AT 305-866-3635 OR VISIT TOWNOFSURFSIDEFL.GOV/PROGRAMS. DATES, TIMES AND CLASSES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE. 
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It Starts In Parks

Scan QR Code for Tennis Programs 

 fall  Yo uth  &  teen  pro g r am s
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 fall  ad u lt  &  s en i o r  pro g r am s

 fall  yo uth  ath leti c s  pro g r am s



FOR SALE
$2,085,000

8819 DICKENS AVE SURFSIDE, FL 33154
Real Estate Advisor
EXP Realty, LLC
786-970-9024
ovidiorealtor@gmail.com

Ovidio Rivero



MENTION THIS TO GET $20 OFF SUNSCREEN

EXPERT ADULT & PEDIATRIC  DERMATOLOGY

MEDICAL | COSMETIC | SURGICAL

Call today to schedule your complete head to toe 

skin examination and cosmetic consultation with 

Surfside’s �ery own and on�� 

Board Certified Dermatologist, Dr. �arit �ten�erg

Eric Broad
Broker Associate
305.318.2385
eric.broad@corcoran.com

Fol low me on Instagram!
@bestofmiamibeach

The Corcoran Group is a licensed real estate broker. This is not intended to solicit property already listed. 
Equal Housing Opportunity.

9537 HARDING AVE |  SURFSIDE

Find a new 
place to rinse 
off the sand.

Proudly serving the beachfront 
communities of Surfside, Bal Harbour, 
and Bay Harbor Islands. Call Eric today!



Dr. Lisa Fuchs, DPM
Sunnyside Podiatry, PLLC
Board Certified Podiatrist

Concierge Home Visits
(718) 938-6380

dr.lisafuchsdpm@gmail.com

Treatment of the foot and ankle in the comfort of your home

Dr. Kayla Azari-Garmizo
DNP, AGACNP-BC
Autonomous Nurse Practitioner
Licensed Esthetician 

Office  786.567.7086
Cell  786.280.7892
info@conciergeaprn.com
ivconciergeaprn.com

Concierge Home Visits
Weight Loss Solutions

IV Vitamin Therapies
Telemedicine Consultations

Aesthetic Services
And more!

Follow us on socials @conciergeaprn

Professional Mobile Healthcare Services
SCAN TO BOOK YOUR
APPOINTMENT TODAY!

Let's connect!

Neighborhood expertise,
personalized service, and

real estate guidance 
you can trust.

Iʼm here to help with your
next move in Surfside.

SOLD FORSOLD FORSOLD FOR      $1,750,000$1,750,000$1,750,000SOLD FOR  $1,750,000
9132 Byron Avenue9132 Byron Avenue9132 Byron Avenue9132 Byron Avenue

FOR SALE

Surfside Homes

131
Since 2006

SOLD

SOLDSOLDSOLDSOLD
OFF MARKETOFF MARKETOFF MARKETOFF MARKET

9225 Collins Ave #610
OFFERED AT $428,000 9588 Harding Avenue

Surfside, FL 33154

jennifer@brilliantmiamirealestate.com

Surfside Real Estate
Specialist and Resident

JENNIFER
BRILLIANT,

305.389.0220

Thinking of
 Selling or Buying?

VISIT  MY WEBSITE

P. A .



GIFTS/JEWELRY/FLOWERS
Moon Over Miami Gift Shop - 9520 Harding Ave 

Liborio Cigars - 9520 Harding Ave 

Miami Gift / Italian J- 9482 Harding Ave 	

Gray and Sons Jewelry - 9595 Harding Ave 

Amoris Flowers + Events - 9577 Harding Ave 

Sunny Toys & Gifts - 9575 Harding Ave

Miamira Jewelers - 9573 Harding Ave

7th Plateau - 9559 Harding Ave 

JS Diamond Enterprises - 9553 Harding Ave #307

Yaffa Wigs - 9515 Harding Ave.

Sherels Hats - 9513 Harding Ave.

Jewelers Choice - 9501 Harding Ave

World of Smoke & Vape - 9501 Harding Ave

Tzfasman Jewelers - 9425 Harding Ave

BOUTIQUES/SHOES/TAILORS
Penny’s Alterations - 9532 Harding Ave #104	

Verdile’s/Mario The Tailor - 9520 Harding Ave

The Shoppe Miami - 9486 Harding Ave

Bebe Sweeny - 9480 Harding Ave

Tsniout Runway - 9458 Harding Ave

Condotti - 9565 Harding Ave

Lucky Cigar Surfside - 9555 Harding Ave	

Iris Alterations & Tailoring - 9553 Harding Ave #204	  

WoW The Concept - 9507 Harding Ave

Potter Me - 9484 Harding Ave

REAL ESTATE SERVICES
ONE Sotheby’s International Realty - 9588 Harding Ave

The Agency - 9564 Harding Ave

Infinity BH Real Estate/Goldfarb - 9520 Harding Ave

Estelle Stern Realty - 9508 Harding Ave  

The Corcoran Group - 9537 Harding Ave

The Brokerage - 9431 Harding Ave 	

BEAUTY SALON/BARBER SHOP
Surfside No. 2 Barber Shop - 9504 Harding Ave

D’Nails Lounge - 9466 Harding Ave 

Justin Barbershop - 9452 Harding Ave

Alexia + Frankie’s Beauty Bar - 9448 Harding Ave 

Uni K Wax - 9567 Harding Ave 	

Femme Coiffure & Spa - 9563 Harding Ave	

Extension Dreams Hair Salon - 9521 Harding Ave 
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HEALTH & WELLNESS
CVS Pharmacy - 9578 Harding Ave	

Oberle Opticians - 9552 Harding Ave 

Lemel Medspa - 9538 Harding Ave

Surfside Chiropractic - 9532 Harding Ave  #101

Veterinary Wellness Center of Surfside - 9530 Harding Ave 

Dr. Curson Podiatry - 9528 Harding Ave 

SJI Dermatology - 9526 Harding Ave

Dr. Edy A. Guerra Dental Center - 9456 Harding Ave

BH Rx Surfside Pharmacy - 9541 Harding Ave

Surfside Hearing Aid - 222 95th St 	

Bal Harbour Smiles - 260 95th St #202

Malekin Law PA -260 95th St #206

TrufaMED Urgent Care -9445 Harding Ave

RESTAURANT/SUPERMARKET
Starbucks - 9560 Harding Ave 
Cine Citta CafeK - 9544 Harding Ave 
Subway - 9536 Harding Ave 
Holy Toast - 9520 Harding Ave 
Flanigan’s Seafood Bar & Grill - 9516 Harding Ave 	
Cafe Ragazzi - 9500 Harding Ave
Big Daddy’s Liquor - 9494 Harding Ave
Cafe VertK - 9490 Harding Ave
RustikoK - 9476 Harding Ave
Street KitchenK  - 9460 Harding
Panini GrillK  - 9460 Harding 
Publix Supermarket - 9400 Harding Ave	
Sushi Republic - 9583 Harding Ave
Morelia Gourmet PaletasK  - 9571 Harding Ave
Street BarK  - 9561 Harding Ave
Bagel Boss SurfsideK - 9543 Harding Ave
Kresy Pizza & Falafel Bar K, 9545 Harding Ave
The Gifted CrustK - 9523 Harding Ave
The CarrotK - 9519 Harding Ave
Josh’s Deli - 9517 Harding Ave
16 Handles K, 9509 Harding Ave
Neya RestaurantK - 9491 Harding Ave
	La Vita E Bella CafeK  - 9485 Harding Ave
KoshK - 9477 Harding Ave
The GroveK - 9467 Harding Ave	
	Fialkoff’s Express SurfsideK - 9463 Harding Ave
Rita’s Ice Custard Happiness - 9461 Harding Ave
Moncheese Pizza - 9459 Harding Ave
Serendipity Yogurt CafeK - 9457 Harding Ave
OAKBERRY Acaí - 9455 Harding Ave
RoastK - 9441 Harding Ave
Miami Beach Chocolates SurfsideK - 9433 Harding Ave
The Harbour GourmetK  - 9427 Harding Ave
Wok n’ Roll K, 9427 Harding Ave
The Harbour GrillK (No Deli)  - 9415-9421 Harding Ave

FINANCIAL/SERVICES
Flagstar Bank - 9592 Harding Ave 	

Chase Bank - 9556 Harding Ave 

Camissar International - 9520 Harding Ave 

Brookville Cabinet & Design (Showroom)	

	AT&T Surfside - 9569 Harding Ave 	

SKF Tech - 9553 Harding Ave  #302

SK Worldwide - 9553 Harding Ave  #303	

Gelb Productions - 9553 Harding Ave  #311

CitiBank - 9525 Harding Ave 

Barry Cohen Law Firm - 260 95th St  #201	

Executive Auto Group - 260 95th St  #203 	

T-Mobile - 9435 Harding Ave

The UPS Store - 9429 Harding Ave

Wells Fargo Bank - 9401 Harding Ave 
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FIND YOUR HOME AT CORCORAN.COM 
OR VISIT US AT 9537 HARDING AVE
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GIFTS/JEWELRY/FLOWERS
Moon Over Miami Gift Shop - 9520 Harding Ave 

Liborio Cigars - 9520 Harding Ave 

Miami Gift / Italian J- 9482 Harding Ave 	

Gray and Sons Jewelry - 9595 Harding Ave 

Amoris Flowers + Events - 9577 Harding Ave 

Sunny Toys & Gifts - 9575 Harding Ave

Miamira Jewelers - 9573 Harding Ave

7th Plateau - 9559 Harding Ave 

JS Diamond Enterprises - 9553 Harding Ave #307

Yaffa Wigs - 9515 Harding Ave.

Sherels Hats - 9513 Harding Ave.

Jewelers Choice - 9501 Harding Ave

World of Smoke & Vape - 9501 Harding Ave

Tzfasman Jewelers - 9425 Harding Ave

BOUTIQUES/SHOES/TAILORS
Penny’s Alterations - 9532 Harding Ave #104	

Verdile’s/Mario The Tailor - 9520 Harding Ave

The Shoppe Miami - 9486 Harding Ave

Bebe Sweeny - 9480 Harding Ave

Tsniout Runway - 9458 Harding Ave

Condotti - 9565 Harding Ave

Lucky Cigar Surfside - 9555 Harding Ave	

Iris Alterations & Tailoring - 9553 Harding Ave #204	  

WoW The Concept - 9507 Harding Ave

Potter Me - 9484 Harding Ave

REAL ESTATE SERVICES
ONE Sotheby’s International Realty - 9588 Harding Ave

The Agency - 9564 Harding Ave

Infinity BH Real Estate/Goldfarb - 9520 Harding Ave

Estelle Stern Realty - 9508 Harding Ave  

The Corcoran Group - 9537 Harding Ave

The Brokerage - 9431 Harding Ave 	
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